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“We hope to contribute to i 



By Harry Naltchayan — The Washington Post 

peace and understanding between all nations.” 



mented publicly also hailed 
the decisions, indicating, that 
the necessary two-third vote 
for ratification should not be 
hard to find. 

Domestic leaders in the 
fight against chemical and 
biological warfare also praised 
the President’s initiative. 

See PRESIDENT, A6, Col. .7 












Ratification 
Of Geneva 

Pact Sought 

*•» . • 
By Bernard D. Nossiter 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The United States yester- 
day took a decisive step 
toward outlawing chemical 
and biological warfare. 

President Nixon announced 
that the nation will never en- 
gage in germ warfare, will de- 
stroy its stockpile of bacterio- 
logical weapons and will limit 
its research in this field to de- 
fensive measures. 

At the same time, Mr. Nixon 
said he will ask the Senate to 
ratify the 1925 Geneva accord 
that prohibits its signers from 
first using poison gas. 

Although the United States, 
has never approved the treaty, 
it has repeatedly said it would 
never be the first to employ 
lethal gases. Yesterday, the 
President expanded this com- 
mitment to embrace incapaci- 
tating chemicals as well. 

A high White House source, 
however, made clear that the 
United States will not relin- 
quish its use of a powerful 
tear gas and plant killers in 
Vietnam. The official con- 
tended that -these- -chemical 
agents are not covered by the 
Geneva accord, a position ii£- 
. puted by many of its 88 signa- 
tories. _ 

Mr. Nixon appeared briefly 
before reporters at the White 
House to disclose his decisions 
.and said: 

“These steps should go a 
long Way towards outlawing 
weapons whose use has been 
repugnant to the conscience of 
mankind. . .Mankind already 
carries in its own hands too 
many of the seeds of its own 
destruction, By the examples 
that we set today, we hope to 
contribute to an atmosphere 
of peace and understanding 
between all nations.” • " 

Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D- 
Ark.), chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, ap- 
plauded, the President’s state- 
ment and promised quick ac- 
tion by his committee on the 
ratification of the 1925 accord. 



Other senators who com- 




PRESIDENT, From A1 

Rep. Richard D. McCarthy 
(D-N.Y.), who almost single- 
handedly has focused congres- 
sional attention on the issue, 
said he was “very pleased. It 
shows the American system 
works.” 

Matthew Meselson, a Har- 
vard biologist and adviser to 
the Arms Control and Disar- 
mament Agency, who has la- 
bored for years in this field, 
called the decisions “enor- 
mously wise.” Both, however, 
regretted the continued use of 
chemicals in Vietnam. 

The President’s decisions 
culminate an inquiry that was 
launched last March. Accord- 
ing to insiders, several officers 
attached to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff urged a review in the 
hope of widening the limits on 
the use of chemical and biol- 
ogical agents. 

Represents tives of five 
groups — White House, the 
civilian sector of the Defense 
Department, the Joint Chiefs, 
the State Department and tile's 
Arms Control Agency — all 
took part in the review. Par- 
ticipants say that extremely 
close questioning by Defense 
Department and White House 
aides brought out the fact 
that the military men could 
not envisage any situation in 
which biological agents would 
actually be used. 

The findings of this group 
'Went to the National Security 
Council. Last Tuesday, the 
President approved that body’s 
recommendations and they 
were announced yesterday. 

The White House spokesman, 
Ronald. Ziegler, said he could - 
not recall any other NSC de- 
cision that was brought so 
promptly to public attention. 
But he denied that there was 
any link between the an- 
nouncement and recent news 
about American soldiers kill- 
ing South Vietnamese civilians 
at Mylai. 

The high White House offi- 
cial, who briefed reporters but 
declined the use of his name, 
also said that the timing was 
not related to the Helsinki 
talks on limiting nuclear wea- 
pons. However, he said he 
hoped that the decision will 
demonstrate the American in- 
terest in arms control and 
serve, in an intangible way, 
as an influence on the Hel- 
sinki discussions. 

Proposed by Britain 

The germ war decisions 



tmean, the President said, -that 
! the United States has now 
endorsed in principle a treaty 
proposed by Britain last sum- 
mer. That document, also en- 
dor j ed . by Canada, would 
pledge its signers against pro- 
ducing or acquiring biological 
agents; outlaw research to 
this end and compel the de- 
struction of existing stock- 
piles. 
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the President’s announcement 
yesterday were both criticized 
by the Soviet Union. The Rus- 
sians offered their own pact 
on germ war to the United 
Nations almost at the moment 
Mr. Nixon was speaking. 

.Mr. Nixon’s announcement 
indicated at least two qualifi- 
cations to the British plan He 
would continue biological re- 
S ?? rch Into immunization and 
other safety measures against 
germ agents of other coun- 
tries. 



In addition, i the President 
said he wants to insert “safe- 
guards” into the British draft. 
Although these were not 
spelled , out, dt is known that 
some American officials are 
troubled by the treaty’s en- 
forcement provisions which 
are given to the United Na- 
tions. Among other questions 
they are raising are Whether 
the draft envisages inspection 



of biological facilities by the 
UN Secretary General. There 
is also thought to be a lack of 
clarity about precisely what 
kind of germ research can be 
carried out. 

Some authorities feared that 
the President’s promise to 
destroy stocks of “bacteriolpgi- 
cal” weapons would leave the 
door open to stockpile other 
biological agents like fungi, 
rickettsia and viruses. 

However, competent authori- 
ties said that the United 
States uses the terms “bac- 
teriological” and “biological”, 
interchangeably. 

Eliminating the stockpile of 
germ weapons poses none of 
the hazards or technical diffi- 
culties involved in destroying 
chemical weapons, several 
scientists said yesterday. The 
biological agents can be de- 
stroyed with heat or “a good 
dose of chlorine,” as one scien- 
list said. A Pentagon spokes- 
man said that with the bio- 
logical agents “it’s more of a 
problem to keep them alive 
than to destroy them.” 

Approved by Most 

The Geneva agreement of 



1925 on chemical warfare nas 
been approved by every major 
nation except the United 
States and Japan. The treaty 
makes no explicit distinction 
between outlawing chemical 
agents first used by a nation 
or those used in response to 
an attack from others. 

Legal authorities, however, 
said that the President prop- 
erly described dt as a “first 
use” ban, leaving open the 
possibility -of retaliation. This 
is because several signatories, 
notably the Soviet Union and 
France, reserved , the right to 
retaliate with gas against a 
gas-using country. 

The President recalled that 
the United States had tradi- 
tionally renounced the first 
use of killer gases like the 
chlorine and phosgene of 
World War II and the new, 
VX nerve gas. 

His statement yesterday uni- 
1 laterally extended this ban to 
gases like BZ, which shatters 
the mind for several days. 
This is the principal incap- 
acitating gas. 

The high White House offi- 
cial who commented yester- 
day, argued that gases to con- 
trol riots, like tear gas, or 
herbicides to destroy plants, 
have never been covered by 
the treaty. He cited Australia 
as a country that supports this 
view. 

However, he indicated that 
the United States is still re- 
viewing its position on this 
question, particularly the le- 
gitimacy of the use of CS-2, 
the powerful tear gas em- • 
ployed in Vietnam. Unlike or-; 
dinary CS, CS-2 is composed 
of minute .particles that pene-' 
trate the lungs and can linger 
in an area for some time. 
Thus, in the eyes pf some, if;,,, 
is also an incapacitating, 
weapon. 

The use of even less power-, 
ful tear gas in wartime and 
defoliants that destroy crops 
are also said by some authori- 
ties to be prohibited by the, 
Geneva treaty. Vt 

George Bunn, former gen- 
eral counsel to the Arms Com . 
tool Agency and a law profes- 
sor at Wisconsin, argues in a, 
recent article that tear gas 
used to drive soldiers into the! 
open to be shot at rather than 
used simply to disperse a 
crowd is outside the treaty’s- 
limits. He also contends that a, 
herbicide to destroy plant cov- 
er may be permitted but the- 
destruction of food sources is 
not. 

The treaty that the Senate, 
will now be asked to ratify 
outlaws “asphyxiating, poison-" 
ous or other gases . . . analog- 
ous liquids . . . bacteriological 
• methods of warfare.” 




